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Center Line Public Safety hosts  

a pancake breakfast and open 

house at the Fire Station. 
Although it was a rainy cold Sunday people packed 

the City Hall Fire Station on 10 Mile Road at 

Lawrence.  The officers served pancakes, sausage, 

juice, cake, and coffee in the large empty bay.   

     All the fire trucks were out front of the building 

along with a police car. A smoke house trailer filled 

with smoke was at the North East corner of the front 

approach.  This allowed people to experience a little 

of what it would be like with as smoke situation in a 

real fire.  The smoke they made was non-toxic and 

very mild compared to the real thing so that visitors 

were not harmed. 

     Between the smoke trailer and the fire station was 

a four-foot-high simulated burning house with a red 

fire flap at the top that children could knock down 

with water from a real fire hose.  This was very 

popular. 

     People could also sit in the fire truck and on one 

occasion one child hit the siren.  Firemen were there 

to explain the various items on the fire trucks. 

    Between the smoke trailer and simulated burring 

house was a car with a smashed-up front end.  A 

demonstration was given of the jaws of life and of 

the firemen cutting off the doors and roof of the car 

which might need to be done to rescue people 

trapped in an accident. Out back were tow truck 

demos, one with a big crane.  Inside the station were 

exhibits, several with drawings for prizes, from 

several groups including public safety and Universal 

Ambulance who had a station wagon ambulance 

complete with skeleton passenger in passenger seat 

and one on the gurney. 

     Center Line’s old 1926 fire truck was in its bay in 

the South West corner.  This has been completely 

restored and has been driven out to events such as 

the Center Line Freedom Festival.  It was used at 

Mayor David Hanselman’s funeral.  He was largely 

responsible for its being recovered. 

     The big hit of the open house was the police dog.  

A demonstration of his training was given.   

     Children were also given firemen play helmets 

and police badges. 

     Friends of the Library had a table showing their 

activities.  They were holding a drawing for off a 

beautiful knitted blanket and jewelry. 

     The Newley formed (in April 2018) Historical 

Society of Center Line had a table displaying 

some old pictures.  HSCL so named as not to 

conflict with CLHS Center Line High School. They 

consist at this time of a board of directors who have 

set up bylaws and registered with the state. They 

have begun acquiring donations of items which they 

have placed in a donated storage room at the Kramer 

school.  One of the donations is a pew from the Old 

St Clement Church.  They have yet not held a public 

meeting but are planning to do so.  Wesley Arnold 

had tried to form a Center Line Historical Society 

over 30 year ago but he was working two jobs and 

there was general lack of interest combined with the 

fact that he did not have funds to advertise it.  This 

was before time of Internet and cell phones.  He did 

nave nice cards printed up but did not find enough 

people interested or who had time to accomplish 

anything.  So Wes started to compile local history on 

his own which has led to the compilation of over 100 

books on the Center Line and Warren Area history.  

Along with this is a collection of thousands of 

images.  Wesley Arnold was a professional 

photographer and donated all of his work and time to 

create an Educational Archive of local history which 

is now on several DVDs. This collection now has 

27,000 pages and 20,000 pictures.  It is available to 

everyone for free to see and print at  

http://dogoodforall.today 
See Issue one of the Center Line News for details on 

this archive.  This Archive is the most 

comprehensive collection on our local history and 

has been accepted with praise by several historical 

libraries and Universities.  It is also wonderful that 

the compiler, Professor Wesley Arnold has resisted 

going the usual route of selling books but rather is 
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making all available for free to all who desire to 

know more about our history.  He even has a 

guarantee that if anything is found to not be correct 

that he would correct it.   

 

A New Summary of Center Line 

History 
Because the history is now has thousands of pages 

and pictures there is now two summaries of it. 

There is a 108 page Concise Summary 9 (2018) 

Go to http://dogoodforall.today 

Then scroll down until you see   

 New Concise History 2018 

 

There is a longer 200 page summary which can 

be seen by clicking on    GO TO HISTORY ARCHIVE  

Then scroll down past the trolley and down more 

Then click on Pages 1-50  

After you read them scroll down to  
  Summary pages 51-100   read them and finally scroll 
down to  
2017 Summary of history pages 101-200  
 
A look at the Contents pages will guide you to areas of 
your interest. 
If you want to see something quickly try the Index which 
is 1004 pages long because it is one column and single 
spaced for easy reading as most readers are seniors. 

 

Contemporary Modern History 
For those tired of the usual dry boring history books 

jammed with dates and endless trivial details you 

may find this history to be better as it is a Modern 

and Contemporary History through the year 2017 

and has in general a wide scope factual viewpoint.  

The historian has been bold enough to make 

educated observations which almost immediately are 

a magnet for criticism.   This historian has tried to 

stay away from religion and politics and made 

observations when they needed to be stated as a 

cause or reason for something happening.  The 

critics immediately call them opinions but the 

professor historian calls them educated observations.  

Whatever, it is what it is and the historian still stands 

by his guarantee that if anything in this work is 

proven false he will be glad to correct it. 
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CASH REWARD 

OFFERED 
The old historian is at Hometown Heroes on 

Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  He brings his 

camera to copy old pictures, takes notes and listens 

to family stories. 

 

You can also on those days see a historical picture 

exhibit of 200 Local area pictures from an 8 ½  x 11 

flip binder.   

 

We need to save those old pictures before they get 

tossed out by the y9ung folks when they clean out a 

deceased family members estate.  They are in a 

hurry and usually just throw old pictures in the trash. 

 

OLD PICTURES and Information 

NEEDED now before it is lost. 

I WILL PAY UP TO $100 FOR 

SOME OLD PICTURES. 

Come by Hometown Heroes and see my list. 

Home Town Heroes Coffee and More 

great place, very reasonable prices. 
  It is a new style Internet Pub where all ages can 

meet or just relax with great sandwiches, soups, 

salads. Has good Wi-Fi, books and historical 

pictures. Even a historian on Tues and Thurs PMs. 

On Saturday open mic nights there are folks 

interested in music. 

It s located on Van Dyke on the NW corner of 10 

Mile at the North end by the park. 

 

Coming in the Center Line News you will see: 

NEW RESEARCH ON THE OLDEST 

HOUSE IN CENTER LINE AND 

ON THE ELLIS SCHOOL FARM LAND 
The Ellis school was named after the family who 

donated the land for it but who were these folks, and 

did they live on that land?  Well there is a lot more 

to this story and your old historian is researching it.   

 

See my community website: 

http://dogoodforall.today 
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